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Onto the Church in God our Fa- 
ther, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
over whom the Holy Spirit hath 

| made me Overleer: 


Grace be unto you, and Peace from Aim 
who 15, and who was, and who 13 t© 
come, and from the Seven Spirits 
which are before bis Throne, and from 
jeſus Chriſt, who 3s the faithful Wit- 
neſs, and the firſt begotten of the dead, 
and the Pririce of the Kings of the 
Earth ;, Unto him that loved us, and 
waſhed us from our ſins in bis own 
blood, and bath made us Kings and 
Prieſts unto God and bis Father, To|.- 
Him be Glory and Dominion for ever 
and ever, Amen. 


Lefſed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jefus Chrilt, who ac- 
cording to his abundant Mercy, 

hath begotten us again to a lively hope, 
by the Returrection of Jeſus Chriſt trom 
the dead, to an inheritance 1ncorrupti- 
ble, undefiled, and rhat faderth not away, 
relerv'd in Heaven for us, who are kept 
by the Power of God thro' faith unto Sal- 
vation, ready to be xeveal'd in this lat 
time, wherein we ſhould gxtcatly rejoice 
tho now for a ſeaſon (becaufe there 15 
necd tor 1t) we are in heavinets thto' ma- 
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mtfold temptations, that the trial of our 
faith being much more precious than of 
Gold that periſheth, tho' it be tried with 
fire may be found unto Praiſe, and Ho- 
nour, and Glory at the appearing of Jc- 
fus Chriſt, whom having not ſeen we 
love, in whom tho' now we ſcc him not, 
yet beheving, we rejoice with joy un- 
{peakable, and full of Glory : And tru- 
ly, beloved, we have the greateſt caulc 
to rejoice, for that the Lord hath merc1- 
fully ſnatcht us as Brands out of the Fire, 
and hath taken away our filthy gargents, 
and clothed us with change ot raiment, 
even with the garments of his ſalvation, 
and with the Robe of his Rightcouſneſs, 
which he caſt over us when we were 1n 
our blood, and ſaid unto us Live ; yea, 
when we were in our Blood he {aid un- 
to us Live, and he entred into a Cove- 
nant with us, whereby we that were no 
People became a People, and proſper'd 
into a Spiritual Kingdom , form'd by 
Himſelt to ſhew forth his Praiſes ; this 
1s the Lord's doing, and 'tis marvellous 
in our eyes: In all the Trials of our 
Faith we ſhould therefore magnifie the 
Lord with our Spirit, and in our Life, as 
remembring his Mercies of old unto us, 
both unto 7o# and Me; which to .the 


Praiſe of his Grace I would briefly re- 
hearle. And 


on} ſpeak of his Grace unto Me, for 
winch 


I. Let me [ as the chicfeſt of Sin- | 
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which I can't but always from my Soul 
thank Jeſus Chrift our Lord, who had 
Compatiſion on me, who 1n times paſt 
have been fooliſh, duſobedient, decerv'd, 
ſerving divers laſts and pleafures, living 
in malice and envy, hatetul o, and hate- 
ing of the People of God, till that the 
Kindneſs and Love of God our Saviour 
towards Man appear'd, not by works of 
Righteouſneſs that I had done, but ac- 
cording to his Mercy he f{av'd me, by the 
waſhing of Regeneration, and the renew- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, which he ſhed on 
me moſt graciouſly through Jeſus Chriſt 
my Saviour, that being juſtihed by his 
Grace, I ſhould be made an Heir accord- 
ing to the hope of Eternal Lite, which 
God that cannot lie promis'd before the 
World began, but hath now applied and 
made manifeſt to my Soul, thro' Faith 
which 1s in Chriſt Jeſus: And not on- 
ly did 1t pleaſe God our Saviour to re- 
veal himſelf in me for my own Salvation, 
but 1n the riches of his Mercy te commit- 
ted :o my truſt the glorious Goſpel of his 
Grace, whereof I was made a Miniſter 
not of Men, nor by Man, but according 
to the gift of the Grace of God given 
unto me, by the eftectual working of his 
power; unto me who am leſs than the 
leaſt of all Saints was this Grace given, 
that I ſhould preach the unſearchable 
riches of Chriſt, and be the Miniſter of 
Jeſus Chriſt, miniftring the Goſpel unto 
You, whom God hath begotten unto a 
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lively hope thro' the Diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel of his Grace by me, the feebleſt 
of all his faithful Flock ; whom yet the 
Lord hath not left to confer with Fleſh 
and Blood, or to corrupt his pure Word, 
but as of ſincerity, as of God, 1n the (1ght 
of God, fo hath he 1nabled me to _ 
his Truth, therefore however I have been 
carried thro' Honowy and Diſhonour, thro 
evil report and good report, ſeeing, I have 
this Miniſtry, as I have recav'd Mercy I 
faint not ; but renouncing the hidden 
things of diſhpneſty, not walking in 
craftineſs, nor handling the Word of God 
decetfully, by Manifeſtation of the Truth 
I commend my felf to cvery Man's Con- 
ſcience 1n the fight of God : And I 
doubt not, but the Conſciences of many 
Revilers and Reproachers, which being 
now cut to the quick by the Word, 
would brand me (as their Fathers of old 
did my Lord and Maſter )) for a Deceiv- 
er, will then find me tae, and acquit 
me, when all things ſhall be naked and 
open to all, as now they are to the eyes 
of him with whom we have to do ! 
Truly Brethren, my perils (as you well 
know) have been various, principally 
from Phariſaical Profeſſors, falſe Brethren, 
and viſe Apoffates, all which Archers 
(even in the Places of drawing the Wa- 
ters of the Goſpel) with hatred have bent 
their Tongues like their Bows for Lies, 
ing at me grievous words of fal- 


ſhood, yet hath the Bow of Foſephabode 
in 


> 
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| ſpend, and be ſpent for him, who in the 
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im ftrength, and the Arms of my Hands| 
have been made ftrong, by the hands of 
the mighty God of Facob, from whom 
having obtained help, I continue among 
you to this day, witneſſing to ſfinalj and 
great, and ſaying none other things than 
thoſe which are contain'd 1n the Scrip- 
tures of Truth ; I have therefore where- 
of I may glory thro' Jeſus Chriſt, in 
thoſe things which pertain to God, in 
that by me he hath wrought to make 
you obedient by Word and Deed ; and 
glad I am in this Service among vou to 


riches of his Grace hath fav'd me from | 
the loweſt Hell ; therefore beloved Bre- 
thren, Bleſs God with me, for his, 
Grace unto me, and forget not I intreat 
you, 


Hdly To adore him for his exceeding 
Grace communicated unto your fy by 
the Miniſtration of ſo worthleſs a Crea- 
ture: You may remember, Brethren, 
the time when ye were poor Out-calts, 
and ready to periſh, when you did not 
believe, and had not obtained Grace, 
when ye were dead in treſpaſſes and 
ſins, until ye heard the ſound of the Go- 
ſpel Trumpet, and were made by the Sp1- 
rit of Life entring into you to live, and 
to ſtand upon your fert : The review 
of theſe things muſt be {ſweet both to 
19 and me ; for 1f you had ten thou- 


— 


boaſt 


fand Inftructors, yet I hope I ſhall not 
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boaſt of things without our Meaſure, or 
ſtretch my {elf beyond my Meafure, 
when I fay you. have not many Fathers, 
for in Chriſt Jeſus I have begotten you 
to him thro' the Goſpel ; and for this 
Cauſe I thank my God for you, Beloved 
of the Lord, becauſe when ye recerv d the 
Word of God which you heard by 
me, ye receiv'd it not as the Word of 
Men, but as it is in truth, the Word of 
God, which worketh effectually 1n you 
that believe ; for the Goſpel came not to 
you in Word only, but in Power, 2nd 
in the Holy Spirit, and in much Aflur- 
ance, and ye became followers of the 
Lord, having recciv'd the Word with 
much affliction, yet with Joy of the Ho- 
ly Spirit ; For your ſelves, Brethren, re- 
member my Entrance unto you, that 1t 
was not in vain, but after ye heard the 
Word of Lite, ye turn'd to God from 
Idols, to ſerve the Living and True God, 
and to watt for his Son from Heaven, 
whom herais'd from the dead, even Fe- 
{zzs, who delivereth us from the Wrath 
tocome: Indeed I came not to you with 
Excellency of Speech, or Wiſdom, de- 
claring unto you the Teſtimony of God, 
tor I determin'd not to know any thing 
among you fave Jeſus Chriſt, and him 
crucity d ! and therefore, that your Faith 
might not ſtand 1n the Wiſdom of Men, 
but mn the Power of God, my preaching 
to you was not with enticing words of 
Mans Wiſdom, nor mixt with Philoſo- 


phy, 
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hy, vain deceit, or oppoſitions of Science, 
falſly ſo called, which ſome profeſſing, 
have erred concerning, the Faith ; but 
being bold to declare the Goſpel of Chriſt 
unto you, ve recerv'd 1t with all readi- 
neſs of Mind, and the Lord opened unto 
as a great and eftectual Door, tho' there 
have been many Adverſarics that ſhame- 
fully intreated us, of our own Country- 
men both prophane and profeſſing; Both 
Watchmen and others, who have {mitten 
us, and would take away from us our 
Vail, or Badge of Subjection to Chriſt ; 
yea, even of thoſe who ſhould have been 
our greateſt comforts, there wanted not 
{uch that would have forbad me to preach 
to you, and who have causd thc Goſpel 
of God to be preacht with much Con- 
tention; theſe Wolves creeping in a- 
mong us unawares in Shceps clothing, 
being made known by God, and caſt 
forth as abominable Branches among the 
workers of iniquity, according, to the 
Judgment written, have exercis'd our 
Faith and Patience; for having their 
Conſciences ſear'd as with a hot iron, 
and their Tongues ſet on Fire of Hell, 
they have ſpoken lies in hypocriſie, and 
carried Tales to ſhed (if it werepoſſible) 
our very blood ; but Thanks be to God, 
who triumpheth us always in Chriſt, tho' 
to thoſe that have caſt oft the Faith, the 
Goſpel hath been moſt manifeſtly a fa- | 
vour of death unto death, yet unto you 
it hath been a ſavour of life unto life : 


Omni Apoſtata 
eſt oſor- ſue 


Seite. 


Oc 2ufwwovles 


and 
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| affeRting the common and lofty Title of 


| and your ſelves well know that my 
Exhortation hath not been of decent, 
nor of uncleanneſs, nor in guile, but as 
I was allow'd of God to be put in truſt 
with the Goſpel, even ſo ſpeak I, not as 
pleaſing Men, but God who trieth our 
hearts; for neither at any time uſed I 
flattering Words (as ye know) nor a 
Cloak of Covetouſneſs, God 1s witneſs, 
nor of Man fought I Glory, or Epiſtles 
Commendatory, neither of you, nor yet 
of others,, for ye are mine Epiſtle written 
in mine heart, and read of all Men, of 
whom I am moſt affectionately deſirous, 
being willing to impart unto you, not 
only the Goſpel of God, but even my 
own Soul, becauſe you are dear to me, 
for One 1s our Maſter, even Chrift, and 
we are Brethren ; therefore have I not 
withheld any Truth from you at any 
time in unrighteouſneſs, but as the Lord 
hath revealed his Will unto me in ſecret 
from his written Word by his Spirit, I 
have proclaim'd his whole Councel to 
you on the houſe-top, keeping back no- 
thing from you that might be profitable 
to you, or any means of increaſing your 
underſtanding in the things of God ; 
and fo far have I been (thro' Grace) from 


Rabbi, Rabbi, among, you, that it hath 
been my earneſt ftudy, that you might 
all arrive to ſuch a knowledge of the 
Truth as itis in Jefus, that if 'twere the 


Will of God, ye might become reacher: 


nM 
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of others, at leaſt able to admoniſh one 
another ; 1 cannot but think that every 
faithful Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, covets 
(with Moſes the Man of God) that all 


the Lord's People might be Prophets ;and | 


to this end, Brethren, I have imduſtri- 
ouſly laboured to acquaint = with eve- 
ry Truth of God, as it hath been made 
known to me ; and now, tho' you know 
it, and be eſtabliſhed in the preſent 
Truth, yet T think it meet as long as 1 
am in this Tabernacle, to ſtir you up by 
putting you 1n remembrance, knowing 
that ſhortly T muſt put off this my Ta- 
bernacle; therefore, that you may be in- 
abled after my Deceaſe, to have always 1n 
remembrance the things that you Gas 
been inſtructed in from Gods Word, I 
have cauſed to be Printed in your ſight, 
for you and your Generations to come, 
both the Covenant of God, by which we 
are all bound to him for ever; And the 
Catechiſm, or form of ſound words, for 
our inſtruction 1n the Fairh and Order 
of the Goſpel, 


Fir/t, As to the Holy Covenant, here- 
with Printed, I ſhall now ſay bur little; 
for that »wch hath been already made 
known to you from Holy Scripture, and 
more 18 deſign'd (according to your joint 
requeſt) to be laid before you, concern- 
ng 1t,in the Lord's due time; at preſent 
only I ſhall briefly explain the Natere, 
Equity and Obligation of this CO 

(1.) As 


ms 


Pſal. 102. 18, 
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(1.) As to the Nature of this Covenant ; 
Tis not as many (thro' weakneſs, or 
wickedneſs) would ſuggeſt, a Covenant 
of Salvation, by obeying which we ex- 
pect Heaven ; thanks be to God, we have 
not 1o lcarn'd Chriſt as to ſet up any 
works of our own, before, or atter Faith, 
inthe room of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, who 
Inmfclfis the Covcnant of Salvation to 
us, and by whoſe blood (the blood of 
the Everlaſting Covenant) comes 1n all 
our Hope and Expectation of Lite : But 
this is a Covenant of Converſation, or the 
obligation of our Souls to the Lord, to be 
bis People, and to walk after him 1n all 
his Commandments and Ordinances, 
lexning altogether upon our Lord Jeſus 
Chrilt for 7:94teouſneſs to cover our fail- 
ings,and for /frength to pertorm his bleſ]- | 
ed Will and Pleaſure z this Covenant | 
1s the Bond of the Churches Peace, knit- 
img and binding us to our good Behayi- 
our 1n the Goſpel, and 1o 1t ſerves to 
oblige us to all holy obedience 1n the 
Lord : The Nature of- this Church-Co- 
renant 1s made plain by ſundry Alluſt- 
ons in holy Writ, all tending to ſhew 
its Uſctulnets in this kind : When the 
Col. 1. 13- | Church in Scripture is call'd a Kingdom, 
Fer. + 132» | this Covenant is the Oath of Allegiance 
an1 S:premacy to bind us to be Loyal to 
our Lord Jctus, the King of his Church ; 
Epbeſ. 2. 19. | When the Church is call'd 2 City, this 
Deus-29. 124 | Covenant is the Oath of every Freeman in 
Pſalm 122+ 3+ | jt obliging him to obſerve the Laws of 
his 
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his City or Church : When the Church | 

1s call'd a Fellowſhip or Brotherhood, this. Heb. 17. 1» | 

Covenant 1s the Bond of Peace, to unite Epbeſ. 4+ 3» 

all the Members in one : When the 

Church is call'd Hoſe, this Covenant | 

1s the cementing, 07 jointing together of the | Epbej.2.20.22 

ſeveral parts of it : When the Church | 

1s call'd a Vineyard, this Covenant 1s the | 

Hedge about it, to preſerve 1t trom the | ſe. 5. 1, 2. 

inroad of wild Beaſts: When .the| 

Church is call'd 4a Garden, this Cove-" com, 4. 12. 

nant 1s the Wall of it, to keep 1t 1nclosd | 

tor Jeſus Chrilt: When the Church 1s | 

call d a Ficld, this Covenant 1s both the ' Marth 13. 24. } 

Plow in 1t, to which we fet our hand to ' 

labour for Chriſt, and the Toke which it | te 9: 02. 

1s good for a man to bear in his Youth, ' Man. 11.29. 

and by which we are joined together in Þ gon —_ par 

[1s Service ; tho' while the paintul Oxen | | "I 

under this Toke are drawing the Plow, | 

the Aﬀes (to uſe a Scripture expreſſion) 

are feeding beſide them : When the | 

Church 1s compar'd to the natural Bo- | x Cor. 12. 27. 

dy, this Covenant 1s the Girdle to ſtreng- | Fer. 13. 11. 

then the Loins, that we may more rea- | Ephbeſ. 6. 14- 

dily run the heavenly Race : When the | 

Church is called a Pride, this Covenant - a. 62. 5. 

1s the Marriqge- Knot, or Bond of ESfouſals Fere 31+ 32» 

between Chriſt our Husband and us: Tn ' Exek- 16. 5. 

a word, the Church-Covenant is the Cord 2 © 11+ 2: 

with which the Lord draws us, and f1- Hoſe 11. 4- 

tens us to himfelf for his Service for ever. | 44+ _ Nay: 

By all theſe Expreſſions, and many ©&- [_ WO 

thers, the Nature of this Church-Cove- 

nant doth evidently appcar to be, A hely 
cb- 


Fob 1. 14» 
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Obligation, or Bond upon the whole Church 
jointly, and every Member ſingly, to be 
frrift followers of Chriſt in all his Inftitati- 
ons: Finally, to ſum up the Nature of 
this Covenant we may ſay this of it, That 
it is ſo far from abridging us of any Chri- 


ftrain us to that which 18 good ; to make 
us to depart from evil, and to do good, to 
ſeck peace and to purſue 1t, whereby, 


greateſt Slavery) we may ſee good days, 
and ſerve the Lord with perfect freedom 
all our days. 


(2.) Hereupon the Equity of this Co- 
 yenant manifeſtly appears ; how equita- 
ble, needful and reaſonable fuch a Core 
nant is for every Church of Chriſt, and 
every Member therein, even the Law of 
Nature diſcovers : As equitable 18 ſuch 
2 Covenant for a Church, as an Oath of 
Lmalty to the Government which pro- 
tects us; or of Fidelity to the City of 
which we are Freemen; or a bond of 
Unity with that Company of which we 
are Members : As needful is a Covenant 
to a Church, as a Hedge to a Vineyard, 
as a Wall to a Garden, as jointing together 
the ſeveral parts of a Houſe ; as a Plough 
and a Toe for the Tillage of a Held, 
or a Girdle for the body of a Man in a 
Race: As reaſonable 18 this Covenant 
in the Church, as 1s the Marriage In- 

garemen! 


ſian Liberty, that 'tis only to reſftrain| 
us from that which 1s evil, and to con-| 


walking at Liberty from Six (the Soul's | | 


|Men to bind themſelves to the Truth; 


| 


L_ or Vow, or any Bond among | 


{ Subjection to him, ſo often ſpoken of in 


[ 15 |] 


and who 1s there of Men that will not 
have a written Bond, or Covenant un- 
der Hand and Seal for performing Obli- 
gations of any importance? By theſe 
natural things we may fee the equitable- 
neſs of this Covenant ; but the Scriptures 
more evidently diſcover in the brighteſt 
CharaQters the Fu/tice and Neceſſity of 
it : If Gods Commands make any thing 
equitable, then 1s this Covenant moſt 
juſt, fince he ſo commands it, and com- 
mends1t in his holy Word, that he de- 
termines the only way of gathering bu 
Saints together in Chued-iain, to be by 
Covenant : It the Saints Praftice from 
Gods Word makes a thing reaſonable, 
then 1s a Church-Covenant ſo : For the 
Word of God is full of Inſtances of 
Churches form'd and renew'd by Cove- 
nant, and of Members this way admut- 
ted : This Church-Covenanting 1s that 
Joining to the Lord, that cleaving to him, 
that giving up of Saints 1n a profeſſed 


the New Teſtament, and in the Ol4. 
The Scriptures of Truth indecd affure us, 


and Experience convinceth us, That the 
| Rage of profeſſing, as well as proſane An- 
tichriſs in the latter day ſball be againſt 
the Holy Church Covenant ; for this he is 
grievd, and at this he hath great indig- 
nation ; but Michael the Prince of this 


t 


[—_—_ {tands for 1t, and tho' many 
that 
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Exod. 19. 5:6. 
Deus. 5+ 2428. 
Pſalm 50. 5. 
105. 8, 10s 
Iſa 56, 4s 0. 


Dent. 29 chap. 


b. 24 chap. 
IE bron. 12 ch. 


34 ><. } 


Neb, 9 chap. 
10 chap. 

Afts 5. 13. 

1 Cor. 6. 17. 

Fer. $0. Go. 

Aﬀs 11. 33+ 
17. 34. 

Neb. g. 28. 
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Exod. 24. 7. 

Deut. 30. 10. 

& 21, 
9s 


24. 


2 Kits 27.ch. 
2 Chron. 24. 
Neb. g. 23, 
Iſa. 4. 3. 
30. 8, 
44. 5. 
Etet. 13, 9. 
AGS 1. I5, 
Pbil. 4. 3 
Heb, 12. 
Rev, 2. 12 
Dan. 12. 1: 


19. | 
26. 


| we hav C nritten the Covenant of Our God 


_ do wickedly againſt 1 it, and forſake 
, being corrupted by Aatteries, have 
as with his enemies, yet the 
Pcople that do know their God, and are 
faithful in his Covenant, ſhall be ſtrong, 
and do exploits ; and therefore- 'tis the 
more juſt and reaſonable, tor them that 
are hearty for Chritt in his Church, to 
| bind themſelves by this his Covenant, 1n 
the moſt open and explicite manner ; 
for thus ſhall they beit thew forth wE. 
Integrity of their Iritentions to ſtand faſt 
therein ; how often 3n Scripture do we 
read of the Book of this Covenant, and of 
' BYiting the words of this Covenant? and 
' with. "what ſuccels have the farthtul 
| Churches of Old, and cven the beſt Sarnts 
of latter days ſubſcrib'd with their hand 
| to the Lord by a written Covenant ? the 
truth of it 1s, only thoſe who had ra- 
ther proziiſe than performs, will gainſay 
the Writing -of what they ingage to; 
if they are not afraid of being remind- 
ed of the Obligations that Ihe upon 
them, 1f they are not unwilling to be 
true to the Lord, they will be glzd to 
| have the words of their Covenant written 1n 
;, | their ſight, leſt at any time they ſhould 
' Iet them (lip. Blefled be God, the equi- 

| ty of this moſt explicite way of covenant- 
| ing by Wri:zns, 18 10 evident to us, that 
becauſe we have believed it our Duty, 


in our fight, that 1t may be with Us 
and that we may rcad thercin all the 


days 
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days of our life, and that we tay learn 
to fear the Lord our God, and be very 
couragious to keep, and to do all the 
words of his Law, and his Statutcs, that 


our hearts be not lifted up above our } 


Brethren, and that we turn not aſide 
from the Commandments of the Lord, to 
the right hand or to the left, that we 
may prolong our days 1n his Kingdom, 
we and our Children in the midſt of 1/- 
rael, that by this Covenant tranſmitted 
to them, they may behold and imitate 
the Faith of their Parents, who have in- 
duſtriouſly glean'd together al/the words 
of this Covenant trom the ſeveral parts of 
holy Writ, as a Summary of their Du- 
ty, that they and their Seed might more 
readily »nder/tand and diſcharge 1t to the 
Glory of God. 


(3.) This brings me to ſpeak ſome- 
what of the Obligation of this holy Bond 
or Covenant; you have heard, Brethren, 
and can't but be ſenſible, that hereby we 
have 121d our Souls under the Oath of 
our God, to be for Him and not for ano- 
ther all our days; indeed this 1s the rea- 
tonable Service and Duty of all, for all 
are bound to the Lord whether their Ob- 
l1gation -be exprefled by themſelves or 
not ; as much as all in a Kingdom or 
Government are bound to the Laws of 
'U, whether they explicitely conſent to 
them or no; But to ſhew the power of 
God's Grace on our hearts, and that we 


B count 


I 


[. 18 ] 


| [0 
[lf 
ki 
ne 
4 141 
| 

| 

| il 
[if 


count none of his Commandments grie- 


vous, we have freely bound our {cfves 
tothe Lord, and as Volunteers have fworn 
our ſelves to fight under his Banner all 
our Days : Therefore, Beloved , ever 
keep it on the thoughts of your heart, 
that the Vows of God are upon you; 
and defer not to pay them, for the Load 
taketh no pleaſure 1n fools that vow and 
pay not ; the word that 1s gone out of 
our Mouth let us do, and pertorm the 
thing that we have ſworn to the Lord :, 
This Age (as was propheſied of old) 
abounds with Covenant-breakers, ſuch as 
ſwear falſly to the Lord, but ſhall they! 
Eſcape > Will not the Wrath of 
God be revealed againſt them who do 
ſuch wickedneſs ? Surely, were 1t but a 
Man's Covenant, they ſhould not eſcape 
Pumſhment for the Breach of it, leaſt of 
all, will God fſufter them to go without 
his ſevercſt Judgments, who falſihe their 
Covenant to God, when lo! they have 
given their hand ; the Lord hath faid 
(and we ſhould believe 1m) that he will 
give the Men that have tranſgreſt his Co- 
venant, and have not perform'd the words 
of the Covenant which they had made be- 
fore him, he will give them into the 
hands of ther enemics, and into the 
hands of them that ſeek their life, and 
their dead Bodics ſhall be for Meat for 
the Fowls of Heaven, and the Beaſts of 


the Earth; the worſt of Lys and Devils | 


ſhall have Dominion over them in due 
time | 


——— 


-- 


[ 19 ] 


time their feet ſhall (ide, and the an- 
ger of the Lord ſhall burn againſt them, 
evento the loweſt Hell. Youtherefore, 
Beloved, ſeeing you know thele things 
before, beware leſt any of you being led 
away with the Errour of the Wicked, 
fall from your own ftedfaſtneſs in the 
Covenant of your God ; but be ye always 
mindful of the Word which he hath 
commanded to a thouſand Generations, 
and which he hath confirm'd for an ever- 
laſting Covenant ; this 18 that Covenant 
which he made with his Servants of old, 
and which he hath rarify'd by Jelus Chriſt 
the Mediator of this New Covenant, or of 
this Covenant of a Church-Relation under 
a more glorious Diſpenſation, and with 
greater advantages than before ; Many 
indeed, apprehend the Covenant made 
with the Saints of old, to be the Cove- 
nant of Grace, not knowing that the 
Covenant of Grace 1s a Covenant only 
to Chriſt, with whom 1t was made for us, 
and in whom it 1s made over to us, asa free 
Promiſe in this Covenant of a Church re- 
lation ; no Covenant made with Man 
can be a Covenant of Life, ſince npt the 
beſt of Mcn can perform the leaſt Con- 


dition for Life; nor yet can the Cove- 


nant of Grace ever be broken, for then 

all the Salvation of Man muſt fall te the 

Ground; but (as the Scriptures through- 

out d1fcover ) the Chxrch-Covenant may 

be, and hath been broken, tho' the 

Breach thereof 1n all 0 hath been 
2 
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not with us, 
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Exek. 16. 60. 
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Eccl. Go 4 6, 


Deut. 29. 10. 
to the end, 


ſignally puniſht, for the Lord hath a 
Sword to avenge the quarrel of his Cove- 
tant ; and as falſhood therein hath been 
attended with the utmoſt Miſery, ſo to 
a faithful perſeverance therem hath the 
Lord annext many glorious Priviledges, 
even in this life; as ye therefore dread 
the withdrawment of God from you, 
and deſire his Preſence with you, fear de- 
parting from this holy Covenant, fomuch 
as 1n thought ; let none think to excuſe 
himſelf from the Obligation hereof, by 
{ſaying that 'twas an Error, or he knew 
not what he did when he Covenanted, 
for ſo ſhall the Lord be angry at your 
Voice, and deſtroy (as he hath faid) the 
work of your hands; let none bleſs him- 
ſclf in his heart, faying, I ſhall have 
Peace tho' I walk in the imagination of 
my heart, and tho' I forſake the words 
of this Covenant ; for the Lord will not 
{pare fuch an one, but then the Anger of 
the Lord and his Jealouſie, ſhall ſmoke 
againſt that Man, and al! the Curſes that 
are written in his Book ſhall ly upon 
him, and the Lord ſhall blot out his 
Name from under Heaven, ſeparating 
him unto evil ont of al! the Tribes of 
Iſrael, according to all the Carfes of the 
Covenant that are written in the Book of 
the Law : Therefore, above alt things 
take heed of finning wilfully againſt 

God by drawing back from his Covenant, 

for in {uch the Lord ſaith, his Soul ſhall 

have no pleaſure; they ſhall be written 


in 


| 


| the fellowſhip of his Spirit in the boud 
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in the earth, (among earthy Proteflors)| 
and not in the Writing of the Houle of 
Iſrael; ice that your hearts turn not 
back, nor your ” an decline? trom his 
way, deal not fal{ly in h:s Covenant 1n 
any wiſe, leſt he viſit your Tranſgrefſion 
with a Rod, and your Iniquity with 
{tripes: Take hecd, Beloved, of a :reach- 
eros Spirit, in dealing treacherouſly with 
the guide of your youth, the Lord lates 
changing and putting away, therctore 
take heed to your Spirits that you deal 
not treacherouſly againſt your God ; 
remember the Day 1n which you ſtood 
before the Lord, you and your little ones, 
that you ſhould entcr into Covenant with 
the Lord your God, and into his Oath} 
which he made with you that day, that 
he might eſtabliſh you for a People unto 
lumſelf: With what Solemnity did we 
avouch God the Lord, for a God to us, 
and to our feed for ever ? And what a 
Preſence of his Grace hath been with 
us 1n our ſolemn renewing our Obliga- 
tion unto him ? Let the ſenſe of theſe 
things /o abide upon you, as to 1ngage 
your hearts to approach yet nearer -to | 
the Lord, that you may have more of 


of your Peace : Stand faſt, and be zca- 
lous for the Covenant of your God ; let 
the Fire of Zcal be cver burning on your | 
Altar, 'tis good to be zcalouſly aftccted 
always in the Cauſe of Chriſt ; the zeal 
of his Houle ſhould eat up all our carnal 


| 
| 
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conſiderations; well were it for us, if we 
were even conſum'd with zeal for God, 
and truly, never more need than now, 
when the enemies have forgotten his 
words, and the Love of many (that yet 
pretend to bethe friends of Chriſt) wax- 
eth cold becauſe of abounding 1n1quity, 
and when the remnant that dwell 1n 
Heaven, and deſire to keep the Com- 
mandments of God, and the Teſtimony of 
Jeſus, are malignd on every fide; Its 
needful now that we ever have in mind 
the words of our Lord, that he will þxe 
out of his Mouth them that are lukewarm 
(neither hot nor cold) let this make us 
wax hot for the Cauſe and Covenant of 
our God, and ſo much the more as we 
{ce the Day approaching : Brethren, en- 
dure hardneſs as good Soldiers of Chriſt, 
quitting your ſelves hke Men, and gird- 
ng up the Loins of your Mind with this 
girdle of truth, with the ſword of the 
Spirit fight for the Covenant and the 

ity of your God, for your Brethren and 
Childrens Priviledges : Be ſtedfaſt in the 
Faith, and hope to the end, for the 
| Grace that 1s to be brought unto you 
that are faithful to the Lord in his Cove- 
nant, at the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt : 
And wherein we fail of our obedience, 
hereto (asin many things we offend all) 
let us have a conſtant recourſe to the 
righteouſmeſs of Chriſt for forgiveneſs, 
knowing that his Blood cleanſeth usfrom 
all {in ; and when we find our weakneſs 


to 
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to perform this Covenant of our God, let 
us cry for the aid of his Spirit, for He 
gives power to the faint, and to them 
that have no might he increaſeth 
firength : Let none of us therefore be 
like Bullocks unaccuſtomed to this Toke 
of our God, but efteeming his Toke caſte, 
and his Burthen light ; with one ſhoul- 
der et us gladly ferve and follow our 
Lord Jefus Chriſt, in whom there 1s reſt 
for our weary Souls ; and tho' we are 
now troubled on every ſide, yet then 
ſhall we find reft with him when he 
ſhall be revealed from Heaven with his 
mighty Angels, in flaming fire, to take 
Vengeance on them that know not God, 
and that obey not the Goſpel of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; who ſhall be puniſht with 


of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
power ; when he ſhall come to be glo- 
rified in his Saints, and to be admir'd in 
all them that believe, becauſe our Teſti- 
mony among you was behey'd in that 
day. Having thus brictly ſpoken of the 
Nature, Equity and Obligation of this Co- 
venant : 


Secondly, T would fay ſomething more 
largely about the Carechiſm,, or brief form 
of ſound words gather'd from holy Writ 
for you, and your Childrenafter you, which 
contains the ſum of thoſe things your 
ſelves have learnt, and ſhould teach un- 
to your Houſe, If I ſhall be ſpar'd for 


B 4 fuch 


_— 


— — .—__—_—— 


C24 ] 


fuch work, as you have heard, 1o will 
you {ce a more full, and diſtinct account 
of the Truths relating to the fairh and 
order of the Goſpel, that have been firm- 
ly behev'd among us, from the un-erring 
Word'of God ; eſpecially ſhall tho 
things relating to the Order of Chriſt's 
Houſe, (which are here more briefly 
| hinted at) be farther explain'd, 1f the, 
Lord will : In the mean time, :out of 
my preſent ſtraits and poverty, I have 
gather'd up this ſmall Rock of Truth to 
reſt with you, and to inſtruct you, and 


your Families, 1n the Knowledge of God 
and our Saviour. | 


This Catechiſm 18 inſcrib'd to you, and | 
indeed yours 1t 1s, not only as the Truths 
therein contain'd have been taught you, |, 
and embrac'd by you ; but alſo as ye|, 
your ſelves have recerv'd,and unanimoul- 
ly approv'd of 1t in this Form ; and ftre- 
quently and earneſtly defir'd 1t to be laid |: 
before you in this way, for your uſe; And || 
now with humble Confidence, that the |. 
Bleſſing of God will attend your induſ- | 
trious /fxdy and ſe hereof ; 1 ſhall ſpeak |, 
ſomewhat di/tin{tly about the Fecial na- 
ture, and right ſe of this Catechiſm: : | 

And Fir/t, As to the Fpecial nature of | 
this your Catechiſm, T would open it to 
you 1n a few Particulars: Many Cate- 
chiſms I have ſeen, in moſt of which 1 
have found either, (1/.) Agpreat defici- | * 
ency of ſome Truths, and by Name, of } 
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thole relating to the order of the Goſpel : 
or (2dly,) An unprofitable redundancy of 
alles Quettions and Anſwers, or at 
belt, of Words and Matter too ligh for 
common Underſtandings, efpecially 
thoſe of Children ; which latter (perhaps) 
is the imperfection of the otherwiſe moſt 
pertect of all Doctrinal Catechiims (wiz. 
the Aſſemblies leſler Catechitm) the lan- 
guage whercot 1s too lofty and polite to 
be conceiv'd by cvery gne: Now, to 
avoid theſe inconvemencics, I defire you 
to note, 

(1/f.) That in this Catechiſ thoſe 
Truths are gathered togcther relating to 
Faith and Order (tho very briefly, to 
what:1sdeſign'd hereafter) which all will 
find moſt occaſion to 4ow, and prattice in 
their Chriſtian Courſe. 

(2dly,) And theſe Truths are dchver'd 
In as On and plain words as could poſſi- 
bly be concerv'd ; all being .coucht in 
ſuch familiar expreſſions as will belt be 
underſtood by, and do firft occur to the 
thoughts of thoſe even of the weakeſt Ca- 
pacity, whoſe 1n{truction 1s here princt- 
pally aim'd at. 

(3dly,). Such Order hath been here 
kept as appears molt genuine, and leads 
moſt \readily down to the true under- 
{ſtanding of the Truths contain'd here- 
in, nothing being ſaid 1n oz2 Anſwer, 
but what 1s turther clear d up 1n the 
next, therefore every Qne/#i0n hath ſuch 
a'rclation to what went betore 1t, as that 


It 
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the former more intelligible and obvious; 
the whole Catechiſm being caſt into Se- 
ven Leſſons for orders ſake, each of which 
hath :wo Queſtions more than the for- 
mer, that the Learner might be bro't 
on by degrees, and not be clogg'd with 
too much at a time. 


Catechiſm (which 1s the Excellency of 


entire Propoſition of its ſelf, and may be 
receiy'd as a compleat Aphoriſm, or Do- 
ctrine of Truth, tho' the Queſtion were 
not askt: And this I concerve to be a 


wry, tor hereby the Truth may be. ap- 

prehended and retain'd, either when the 

Queſtion 1s not askt, or perhaps 1s for- 
Otten. 


it ſerves to explain it, and every Leſſon 1s| 
ſo connected with the laſt, that 1t makes | 


(4.) This may further be faid of this | 
the Aſſemblies) that Every Anſwer 1s an| 


great help to the Under/tanding and AMe- | 


(5thly,) The whole Truth here deli- l 


verd, 1s prov d by as few apt Scriptzres 
as could readily be gather d together ;' 
more indeed might have been multiph- 
ed, but fewer have been made uſe of, 
that the Memory might not be ovyer-bur- 
then'd ; indeed, 1n the whole, Brevity 
hath been 1nduſtriouſly ſtudied, and yet 
I hope nothing material omitted, tho' 
{ome perhaps may think the laſt Leſſon 
eſpecially, needs an Interpreter ; but you 
have been fo frequently taught theſe 
things, that I hope they are plain to you, 
who thould now be able to run 1n the 
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and by reaſon 
ſe have your Sences exercisd to d1ſ- 
cern theſe ſpiritual things. 

(6.) This Catechiſm 1s ſo plain and 
open 1nits Nature, that "twill ſerve to 
Confirm you in the certainty of thoſe 
things wherein you have been inſtructed 
from the perfect Word of God, whereby 
you will have ſuch a good underſtand- 
ing of all things in order, as that 00 
may be always ready to givean anſwer 
in words of truth, to every man that asks 
you with meeknelſs and fear, a reaſon of 
the hope that 1s 1n you ; and alſo to de- 
fend the Truth wherein you walk, againſt 
gainfayers, and the Diſputers of this 
World, who with great ſwelling words 
go about to draw ſouls from the Faith 
and Order, now contended for by us, and 
once recely'd among the Churches of 
Chriſt, of whom be ye ware at all 
times. 

(7thly,) and Laſtly, To conclude, 
What relates to the Nature of this Ca- 
techiſm, this only ſhall be added, That 
if it ſhould at any time fall into the 
hands of thoſe without (tho' 'tis not de- 
ſign'd for them) they alſo may receive 
ſome Benefit thereby, and thete are of 
Two 1orts. 

1/7, There are profeſf enemies, who 
without underſtanding reproach your 
good Faith and Order, theſe hereby can- 
not but behold the agreeableneſs thereof 
to God's Word, and to the receiv'd 
Truths 


See Prov. 22. 


ver. 20, 21- 


PE 5 


Es | 


[ 28 ] | 
m that v 


Truths of the godly in all Ages; 


deed many of our Cenſurers have diſco-}} par 

See Prov. 18, | yer'd their ſhame and folly 1n judgin of our! Gaints 
V. 13, 17- | Matters before they have heard them,[| .,4 ( 
For 7:51 [and (ifT may uſe the Apoſtle's Phraſe] } ,,1,te 
_ Ay without offence ) like natural bruteſ as th: 
wir _—_ Beaſts they ſpeak evil of the things they cepta 
Phuriſees, or underſtand -not,by deſpiſing the good old | after 

| Romans, but | 74) of Truth wherein we walk ; 1t this] | panc 
they a& ac- | tends to ſtop the Mouths of any ſuch good 
cording to | Cavillers againſt God's holy Fear ; or| Vf ri 

| that old evil | to convince any that do err from the]! |, 6 
Rule, Calum- | Truth, we ſhall have cauſe to bleſs] | trex 
| mare fornter, | God, and with them ſhall be glad, that plai 
| © liquid a& | the multitude of their Sins are hid. like 
| _— _> (2dly,) There are not wanting ſfome|| | ſcjp 
—wk a __ / whom we would hope to be godly, tor} (wi 
; 14 | that they march in Profeſſion under] | W 


the ſame Banner of Truth with us : 
| Thele thro' their own infirmity, ftirr'd up 
by others maltgnity, have been prejudiced 
to 25, and to the Trxuths of God recery'd 
among us, by the monſtrous Miſrepre- 
ſentations of both, that have been made 
by Men of corrupt Minds, who with fair 
ipeeches have decerv'd many : To theſe 
miſtaken Brethren, (tho' indeed to us 
they have been but as half Brethren, 
pretending to have the ſame Mother 
Church here, but not carrying it to us as 
1 it we were the Children of One .Father 
in Heaven,however, -to them) we bear a 
reſpect in the Lord, and cannot but hope 
| that any occaſional View of this Cate- 
chiſm, will give them full ſatisfaction, 
that | | 
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|] that we maintain none other things than 


what have been acknowledged by the 
Saints of old ; and that our whole Faith 
and Order is fo bottow'd upon, and re- 
gulated by. the infallible Word of God, 
as thit it is worthy of their utmoſt ac- 
 ceptation and commendation: But if 


| [after ſo plain a Diſcovery of the conſo- 


nancy of our Faith and Order to the 
| 500d Word of God, and to the good Walk 
of rrue Believers, any ſhall yet continue 
to {mite us with their Tongucs, and to 
treat us unkindly, we cannot but com- 
plain of them to our heavenly Father, in 
like words with an old ſuftering D1- 
ſciple, who being dead, yet ſpeaketh 
(with us) after this manner from holy 
Writ: 


My Mother's (not my Father's) Sons 
Half-Brethren, Lord, to we, 

That claim a kindred of thy Church, 
but not a-kin to thee : 


Sons of the Church create zy Woes, 
- and cauſe me all this moan, 

They d have me ſee by their blmd eyes, 
and quite put out my On: * © 
They. have got Vineyards trange toThee, 
No Scripture-Rule W141 ? guide em 5 
And they'd have me, their /lave to be, 

O Lord, I cant abide 'em. 


Their 


| 
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Their Vintage ts not Good, 
Their Winepreſs ts, to preſs the Saints, 
Their Liquor ts their Blood. 


The Watchmen are unkind to me, 
They ſmite me, wound, and rail, 
The Keepers of the City Walls 
they'd take away my Vail! 


And this by Watchmen, Keepers too, 
Church-Oſhcers they are, 

That ſhould have led me unto Chrif, 

Wound me for coming there. 


Oh ! What adarkſome Night # thes, 
When thoſe that Pray and Fear, 
Shall be purſu'd by rage and Sight, 
as Thieves and Robbers are |! 
Amnake, O Chriſt, and me afſift, 

and keep my heart within, 


True to thy Truth, thy Cauſe, and Thee, 


that nothing make me ſin : 
I'de better anger Men and Devils 


that's but a Creature Wrath, 
Than by ſubmitting unto Evils 
Try what thine Anger hath. 


Head of the Church, 7 pray thee let 
My heart be guided ſo, 

That I may yet, their Anger get, 

and make them more my Foe. 


Be thou 4 Hep, Lord, to me, 
and Ile be none of theirs, 

And fortifie my heart within 

from all beſreging fears. 


50 | 


Their Figs are naught,their Grapes are four 
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$ will Ipraiſe, and Tropheys raiſe 
or my ulluſtrious King, 

And throw Falſe Worſhip out of Doors 
As an accurſed thing ! 


Secondly, Now as to what reſpects the 
right uſe of the Catechiſm, that we may 


know how to uſe 1t ſucceſsfully in our | 


Families, I deſire you diligently to at- 

tend to theſe Scripture-Rules, 
if, Fix it upon your Hearts that Cate- 
chizing is a great Duty, commanded, and 
commended of God in his holy Word : A deep 
fence of this will quicken you to a con- 
{cientious attendance to this Work, and 
rherefore I thall repreſent this Duty 
from a few Scriptures, that the Belict of 
it may cordially engage you hereto ;and 
firſt, ; Oo will find, 'tis the Law that 
God lays. upon his People, to rake heed to 
themſelves, and to keep their ſouls dili- 
gently, leſt (faith he) thou forget the things 
mhich thine eyes have ſeen, and leſt they de- 
part from thy heart all the days of thy life, 
but teach them thy Sons, and thy Sons ſons, 
that they may learn to fear me all the days 
that they ſhall live upon the earth, and that 
they may teach their Children. And again, 
faith the Lord, theſe words which I com- 
mand thee this day [hall be in thine heart, 
and thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy 
Children, and [halt talk of them when thou 
ſerteſt in thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt 
by the way, and when thou lieſt down, and 
when thou riſeſt up. Hence we read in 
the 
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Pal. 78. 1, 8, 


Prov. 22. 6. 
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Initta, 
Imbue. 
Infirue. 

Dedica. 


Foel 1. 2, 3+ 


the Book of Pſalms, Give ear, O my peo- 
ple, ro my Law, incline —_ ears to the 
words of my Mouth, whic 


we will not hide them from their Children, 


ſhewing to the generations to come the praiſes 
of the Lord, and his ftrength, and ht 


eſtabliſhed a teſtimony in Facob, and ap- 
pointed a law in Iſrael, KE/ he Forts, 
ed our Fathers, that they ſhould make them 
known to their Children ; and the Advan- 
tages of this are told us, That the Gene- 


Children which ſhould be born, who ſhould 
ariſe and declare them to their Children, 
that they might ſer their hope in God, and 
not forget the works of God, but keep his Com- 


thers, a ſtubborn and rebelliozzs Generation, 
a Generation that ſet not their heart aright, 
and whoſe Spirit was not ftedfaSt with God : 
The Duty and Benefit of this Courſe is 


explained in fewer words by Solomon, 


Child in the way that he ſhould go, and when 
he ts old he ill not depart from it. In 
this way of Inſtruction Foel begins his 
Prophecy, Hear this ye old men, and ive 
ear all ye inhabitants of the Land, tell ye 
your Children of ir, and let your Children 


another Generation : 
in the New Te/tament do we find this 
Duty ſpoken of, Ut ſeemed god nnto me 


(faith 


we have heard | 
and known, and ow Fathers have told us, 


I 
_ _ . 


wonder ful works which he hath done, for he| 


rations to come might know them, even the ) 


mandments, and might not be as their Fa- | 


Train up (or 1n{truct and catechize) a} | 


tell their Children, and their Children | 
And fundry tines | 
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faith Loke) to write unto thee in order, 


| wot excellent Theophilms, that thoy mighte/t 


tnw the certainty of thoſe thinrs wherein 


! thou hai been in/tratted (or cateclized) 10 


we find the Eloquent Apollo; to have been 


| infrafted (or catechized) in the way of the 


Lird ; and the great Apoſtle of the Gen- 


| tiles faith, he had rather Speak five words 
'\ with his under/fanding, that by 
GI 


his i'S, WNCe he 


riohe inſtru5t (or catechile) others, than 
«CI F - | 
ten thouſand words in an uninown tonoue | 


i $0 excellent and advantageous 18 god- 
ly catcchizing ! Hence 1t comes to paſs, 


that he dire$ts the Gala:rizns about this 
Duty, let him (tcit': he) that i taughr 
(or catechized) 1» the Word, communicate 
ro him that teacheth (or catechizeth) in all 


| not your children 
' | up in the Nurture ani Admonition of the 


good things. And to ſhut up this Dire 
tion, the Apoſtle writing to the Ephc/s- 
ans, points directly at this Duty of Ca- 
| techizing, when he ſaith, Farhers provoke 
to wrath, but brins them 


Lord : Which Nurture and Admonition 
mult needs be their Parents infiructing or 
catechizing them inthe Truths of Chrilt, 
or the way whicrei they thould go, 
that they might not forzet 1t when they 
areold. Theie Scriptures do {o evidence 
this Duty to us, as that hereby (I trult) 
we ſhall be fhrred up to this good and 
ncedtul work. And to much the more, 

if 1n the 
S:cond Place, We call to mind ſrom- holy 
Wi: the prattice of the Seints in th:s _ 
ow 
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Atts 1. 25. 
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I Cor. 14. 19: 


KATH WOW 


Gal, 6. 6. 
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PI? 


Gen. 14 14» 
PIN 


inſtruttos. 


Gen. 18. I 9s 


Foſh. 24» 15+ 


Gen. 5+ 22,24» 


how they Catechiz/d and taught their fami- 
lies with great ſucceſs, whoſe faith we ſhoull 
follow, with expectation of the like bleſſing in 
our labours, unto us and our feed. Enxch 
ſeems to have his Name from the godly 
purpole of his Father concerning him, 
for Enoch ſignifies catechized, inſtruttel| 
or trained up; and with what glorious 
ſucceſs he was trained up, we read in 
few words, he walkt with God (his con- 
verſation was 1n Heaven) and he was not, 
for God took him ; he was not of this 
World, and God took him ozt of it 
Abraham the Father of the Faithful, had| 
in his Family three hundred and eighteen 
trained Servants, by whom God wrought; 
a great Deliverance, they being ſuch as 
were not only train'd in Military Diſci- 
pline, but catechized or inſtructed in the 
true faith of God ; hence God ſpeaks it 
in h1s Praile, that he knew Abraham. hi 
would command his children, and his how 
ſhold after him, that they ſhould keep the way: 
of the Lord to do Fuſtice and Fudgment 
and with what fucceſs, the next words) 
tell us, That the Lord may bring pon, 
Abraham that which he hath Sfoken of him : 
Brethren, 1t we would have Grace for\ 
our Children and Servants, let us do as} 
Abraham ; tor it is in the way of our| 
Daty that God gives this great ere). 
Foſhaa 18 famous for his determination, | 
that however others did, he and his hoxſe| 
would ſerve the Lord; he would train| 


LO 


them up in God's holy Fear, Fob ſeems | 
tO] 


———— 


SW 


to be cclebrated for this, His friend fad, 
He had inſtructed many, whereby he /treng- 
thened the weak hands, and his words up- 
held him that was falling, and ftrengthen- 
ed the feeble knees: Lemnel's Mother 
took pains with her Son, and taught or 
inftracted him with fuch words as were 
ſuited to Is circumſtances ; yea David 
himſelf ſeems to acknowledge his obli- 
gation to his Mother, for her inſtructing 
him in God's ways, whereby he became 
God's Servant, hence heprotets'd, O Lord, 
truly I am thy ſervant, 1 am thy ſervant, 
the ſon of thy handmaid. And the People 


of God of old tell us, That they had heard | 


with their ears, their fathers had told then; 
what work God did in their days, they ca- 
techizcd or inftiructed their Children in 
theſe things, according to God's Order, 
and hereupon their hope became ſer in 
Gol JAnd 4 hey kept his commandments. Theo- 
philzes found the benefit of this 1nſtruct- 
on, or being catechizd in the Truths of 
Chriſt, for by this he obtained tha: good 
report of 90/7 ea cellent 1 het oulws. Nor 
did that worthy Man polls difdain 
to be taught or cazechiz'd 1n- the Order 
of the Golpel, ot which he {ccm d 19N0- 
rant (however the fairh he recerv'd be- 
fore) till Aquilla and Priſcilla expounded 
H}NITO him the way of Gol 3.0Ye per efily, 
whereby he became wery helpful unto then 
that had beliey'd thro” Grace, mightily con- 
VINCING the Jews, ſhewing by Scripture that 
Feſus was Chris. That Timothy bccame 
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Fob 4. 3, 4+ 


Prov. 21. 1:3, 


Pſal. 116. 16, 


Foſh, 4. 6. 


Pſal. 73.6, 7+ | 


Liike I. 2 


As 18. 26,23 
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2 Fobn 4. 
Dout. 6. 7- 


Hoſea 12. 3. 

Luke 1. 44. 

Pſal. 22. 9,10. 
© 71.5, 6. 


Galt. G6. 9. 


to reap in due time if we 


{o ſerviceable a Man of God, ſeems to be| 


owing much to God's bleſſing on his 
Grandmother and Mother's inſtruting, or 
catechizing him from hi: childhood 5 and 
this 1s the commendation of the El[-# 
Lady, that ſhe taught her Children 1n the 


Truth, by which they were brought to ]' 


a godly walk therein. Theſe ſeveral In- 
ſtances may ſerve to wher and ſharpen us 
in this excellent and profitable work ; 
and indeed, as fuch a form of found 
words in {uch a Catechiſtical way, 1s 
h:ghly approv'd by God, {o the likel1- 
et means of holding it faſt, will be br 
diligent ingaging in this Duty ; the fuc- 
ceſs whereot we ſhould not queſtion for 
our Seed, tho' of tender years, {ince the 
Scriptures of Truth give us wonderful in- 
ſtances of the faitrn of the Elett Seed, oven 
in the womb, and at the very breast ; there- 
fore we having the {me Spirit of Grace 
to principle our Children in all Grace: 
let our Faith on Is 4a/d be {trons, let us 
look to him tor help, who can work 
and nonecan lett, and who teacheth, as 
no other can, to profit. And tor our 1n- 
couragement : 


Thirdly, Let us gather tether ſuch 
Scripture Promiſes of ſucceſs in this work, 
as will ſerve to ſtrengthen our {aith in the 
power and grace of God, and make us chear- 
fully labour herein, knowing that our laboxr 
is not in vain in the Lord, who will cauſe 1s 
faint not; In 

abun- 
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abutKiance of excellent words, the Lord 
' holds forth unto us, what gracious Juc- 
ceſs his People ſhall have in a con{cien- 
tous ute of fuch means ; Hear him with- 
[ing for his People, Oh that there was ſuch 
| an heart in them (faith the Lord) that they 
| would fear me, and keep all my command- 
| ments that it might be well with them, and 
| with their Children for ever : and that 


they may be thus bleſt, the Lord com- 
mands his People, to teach his Words to 
their Children, Speaking of them when 
they fit in their houſe, and when they walk 
by the way, when they ly down, and when 
they riſe up, that your days (darth he) may 
be multiplied, and the days of your Chil- 
dren, in the land which the Lord ſware un- 
to your fathers to prve them, as the days of 
Heaven upon Earth ; as 1t the Lord had 
ſaid, © In the Church of God you and 
« rour Children ſhall have heavenly days, 
" by retaining my Truths in your heart : 
And afterwards he promiſeth, /will cir- 
cumciſe thy heart, and the heart of thy Seed 
to love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy ſoul, that thou mayſt live : 
This God hath affured us of upon our 
attendance to theſe revealed things which 
belong, to us, and to our children for 


this Law ; and indeed, we may hope 
that we and our Children for ever may 
have an inheritance in the Church, 1t we 


ever, that we may do all the words of 


Deut. 5.29. 


Deu, 11-19,21 


Deut. 3O« 6, 


Deut. 29, 29s 


| Lord our God : To this purpoſe, God 


are 4 thoſe that with Caleb wholly follow the 
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Foſb. 14. 9- 
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ingageth to his People, That inſtead of the 
Fathers * ſhould be their Chnldren, whom 
he will make Princes (or l{raels) in all the 
Earth, and by whom he would make his 
Name to be remembred to all generations, 
therefore ſhall the people praiſe him for ever 
WH T7 and ever ; It 184 great Anchor-hold tor 
ON 12 By Faith which God hath thrownout, when 

= = | he expreſly ingaveth for the Child's continu- 
Initis puerum | 1% in the way he ſhould 20, it he be aright 
ip  Inftrue a {74ined up in it: Certainly ſome great 
child while he | Miſtake either in the time of making 
is yet a child, known to Children the right way mn 
| according -to ; Which they ſhould go, or 1m the zanner 
the Mouth of of training them up therein, 1s at the 
his way z that | bottom of all the Miſcarriages among 
is, according | Proteflors Children; for God faith, that 
to his capacity, hywſyever fooliſhneſs is bound up in their 
as he can take | her; yet the rod of correttion ſhall drive 


pu EI 


Pſal. 45. 16. 


re =. (it far from them, that 1s, the Scriptures 
verſe 15. | of Truth which arc written for our cor- 


2 Tim, 3. 16, 7*tion, will prove as a Rod todrive out 
| fooliſhneſs from the heart of our Chil- 

Hence per- | dren, if this Rod be handled aright. The 
haps, that old | Prophecy of 1ſaiah abounds with eraci- 
Adage- 9. ous Promiſes unto the Seed of God's 
+ of | nor People, who thall be inſtructed or ca- 
bit odorem | £<Þ1zd in God's holy Fear; Thr ſaith 
reſts din. | who redeemed Abraham, concerning the 
| | houſe of Jacob, Jacob ſhall not be aſham- 
ed, neither ſhall bis face wax pale (the 

{rune of the children in the Church, 
| Iſa. 294 22, ut makes the Church to be aſhamed, and to 
| | wax pale) bt when he feeth his children, 

|the work of mine hands ({auth God) in the 


mid/t 


| ſhall be the peace of their Children : 
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mid(# of them, they ſhall ſanftifie my name, 
and ſanftific the holy one of Facob, and 
ſhall fear, the God of Iſrael, they alſo (the 
worſt of thy Children) that err'd in Fþi- 
rit ſhall come to underſtanding, and they 
that murmnured ſhall learn Dottrine : A- 
gain the Lord incourageth his Church 
nt to fear, for (faith he) Inill pour water 
won him that is thirſty, and flouds upon 
the dry ground; and not only 1ſo, but 7 
will pour my fpirit upon thy ſeed, and my 
bleſſing upon thine offspring, they ſhall 
fpring up as among the graſs, as willows 
by the water-courſes, one ſhall ſay I am 
the Lords, and another ſhall call himſelf 
by the Name of Facob, and another /hall 
ſubſcribe with his hand unto the Lord, and 
forname himſelf by the name of lirael ; 
that 18, even thy Children {hall take 
hold of the Church-Covenant tor them- 
ſelves, thofe of them that are rightly 
brought up in the admonition of God 
in his Church ; This is the bleſſing of the 
Lord upon the ſeed of his heritage, who 
are trained up in his fear, all their chil- 
dren ſhall be taught of God, and great 


Yet again thus faith the Lord, The Re- 
deemer ſhall come unto Zion, . and »nto 
them that turn from tranſoreſſion in Fa- 
cob ;. ay, but ſaith a poor Soul, what 
ſhall T do for my Seed? As for me, this 
is my covenant with them, {aith the Lord, 
my Spirit which is upon thee, and my words 


which 1 have put in thy mouth, ſhall not 


— 


Iſa. 44. 1, 5» 


Iſa. 54+ 13917» 


Iſa. 59. 20,21, 
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Iſa. 61. 9. 


Iſa. 65. 23. 


Jſa. 66. 22. 


Pal. 147. 13. 
Zech. 10. 7. 


iepart 0:2: of thy mourh, nor out of the 
month of thy Seed, nor 0:12 of the mouth of 
thy Secis feed, faith the Lord, from 
hence forth and for ever ; that S-ed which 
is in{truzted aright in the words of 
Truth, ſhall keey them in their mouth, 
and 1n their heart for ever ; they ſhall 
lo underttand and profets the way of 
Truth, that they ſpall be known among 
the People, and al! that fee them; ſhall 
acknowledge them, that they ore the teed 
and the offsprins, which the Lerd hath 
bleſſed ; hence 1s that marvcllous in- 
couraging word thrown in unto godly 
Parcnts in inſtructing their Children, 
that They ſhall no: I:bour in vin, nor 
bring forth for trouble, for they are the 
leed of rhe bleſſed c* the Lord, and their 
oftspring with them, and it ſhall come to 
paſs (fauh the Lord) that before they 
(that 1s, their Seed and Offipring ) call, 
[ will anſwer, and whilſt they are yet 
Speaking I will hear : If any ſhall ask, 
How long do theſe Promiſes to the 
Sced of Belrevers laſt? He tells us af- 
terwards, as long as Heart can with, 
As the New Heavens and the New Earth 
which 1 will male [hall remain before Ae, 
{faith the Lord, fo ſhall your Seed, and 
your Name remain; and by this ſhall 


| their congregations be increaſed, and the 
Fer. 30» 20% jbars of their gates frengthened, even by 


the Lords bleſſing their Children nithin 
them ; therefore, faith God , they of 


Ephrainz ſhall be like a mighty man, and 
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their heart ſhall renoice as thro' wine, yea, 
their Children ſhall ſee it and be glad, their 
heart ſhall rejoice in the Lord ; the heart 
of the Children thall rejoice with the he:rt 
of the Parent: and thoſe Parents that 
arc for God, /hall live with their children : 
' thus God will rn the hearts of the podly 
fathers to their children, to train them up 
1n his fear, and the hearts of the children 
to their fathers, to walk in their godly 
eps ; for the promiſe is to us, and to our 
children, even to us Gextiles that were 
afar off, and to our Seed, foraſmuch as by 
faith we alſo are the children of Abraham, 
and heirs according to the promiſe, all the 
Promiſes being confirm'd to 5, and to 
our ſeed 1n Chriſt, 1n whom they are Yea 
and Amen : none ct theſe Promiſes be- 
ing of private interpretation, to be con- 
hn'd to the particular or private pertons 
to whom they were fir{t ſpoken, we 
ſhould theretore plcad them with God, 
and by them: incourage our fairh, whilſt 
we are nurturing our Children .1m his 
tear ; for in this caſe Chri/t ſays to us, 


Moſes, Take this Child and narfe it for me, 


and I will give thee thy wages. Hereupon, 


4thly. 
Catechizing with Pray:y to God ſor hs bleſ- 
{mz upon it, beſeechtng hun according to 
his own Word, to ſucceed his own Work : 
Thus the Church prays with refnett to 


—_—_ and their Seed, Let thy nork ap- 


per 


A 


3s Pharaoh's D:uchter to the Mother of 


We ſhould ever begin this work of 


verſe 9. 


Mal. 4. 6. 


Aﬀs 2. 39. 


Gal. 2. 9, 23- 


2 Co. fo 20 


2 Pet. le 20, 


P[a!. 92. 16. 
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pear unto thy ſervants,and thy glory unto their | 
children, and let the beauty of the Lord our 
God be 4pon us, and eſtabliſh thou the work of 
our hands, yea, the work of our hands eſtabliſh 
thox it : When we are 1n this work of in- 
ſ{tructing our Children, Lord, do thou el- 
tabliſh it by ſhewing the Glory of thy 
Pſal. 1:9. 18. | Grace unto them ; pray we for them, Open 
their eyes, O Lord, that they may behold the 
wondrous things out of thy Law ; or in the 
2 King. 6.17. | words of Eliſha for his ſervant, fo ſhould 
we pray for our Child and our Servant, 
Lord, I pray thee open his eyes that he may 
ſee ; this the Apoſtle when he 1s about to 
inſtruct his ſpiritual children in the My- 
Fpb. 2. 18,19. ſterres of God, prays for, That the God of 
=_ our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Father of Glory, 
might give unto them the = of wiſdom 
ws. revelation in the knowledge of him, that 
the eyes of their underſtanding being inlight- 
ned, they might know what is the hope of his 
calling, and the riches of the alory of his in- 
heritance in the Saints, And again, faith 
the Apoſtle to the Colofſtanc, for this cauſe 
we alſo do not ceaſe to pray for you, and to 
defire that ye might be filled with all know- 
ledoae of his will in all wiſdom and Spiritual 
undertanding, that ye might walk worthy .of 
the Lord to all well pleaſing, being fraitful in 
every good work, and increaſing in the know- 
ledge of God : Fhus ſhould we commend 
our ſelves, our feed, and our laboxr with 
them, unto the Lord by Prayer, for his 
bleſſing; which as 1t will add the great- 
er ſolemnity unto the work, ſo will it 
pro- | 
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ir 
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{procure the greater ſucceſs in 1t, for God 


never {aid to the ſeed of Facob, ſeek ye my 
| And Michael our Prince 


face in vain ; 


ſtands up for the Children of his People. 


thly, Uſe a holy Pradence in learning 
ond teaching this Catechiſm; for want 
hereof catechiſing hath been unprofita- 
ble to many ; there are 7o evils com- 
mon 1n this exercite which ſhould be 
carefully avoided, 1/f, Preſſing too much 
at once on the Learner, 2aly, And load- 
ing the memory with Words rather than 
Matter; Be very careful that you op- 
preſs not the learner with too much ar once, 


a little at a time well learnt, will be of 


more uſe than a great deal ſuperficially 
run over, therefore we are commanded 
to in{truct our children according to 
their capacity, as a Nurſe feeds her 
Child, by little Spoonfuls, a little and a 
little at a time ; God's way of in{tru- 
Chon ſhould be ours in Catechizing , 
How doth he learn us knowledge, and 
make us underſtand Doctrine ? By Pre- 
cept upon Precept, Precept upon Precept, line 
upon line, line upon line ; not all at once, 
but here a little, and there a little; and 
truly we may ſay, this is the reſt whereby 
ye may cauſe the weary to reſt, thus you may 
make catechizing that hath been to ma- 
ny-very wearifome, a molt retreſhing 
Ordinance : and as we {hould be care- 
ful not to preſs too much at a time on 


any, {lo Nor to burthen the Memory with | 
IVords 5 
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Eccl. 12. 12. 


Mark 4. 33. 
nalans ndvvalo 
aKEey, 


1-Cor., 2.4, 


Words ; every one hath not a like Gift; 
ſome can retain words without matter, 
when others can retain matter and thing; 
in therr Memory, but not words ; rather 
chooſe to have the matter well under- 
{tood within Book, than to gct many 
words into the Memory without 2 good 
underſtanding of them; *'tis the Truth! 
principally, and not the Words barely! 
that we ſhould learn and teach ; there- 
fore in theſe things a holy Prudence 1s) 
to be us'd, for of mul:iplying words on the! 
Memory there is no end, and this is a great 
wearineſs to the fleſh. 

In a word, Let us in this Point fol- 
low that great and ſucceſsful Teacher 
our Lord Tetus Chriſt, who ſpake the 
Word to his followers as they were able 
to hear it; let us ever conſider the Ca- 
pacity of the Learner, and proportion the 
meaſure of our inſtruction thereto, and 
this way comfort will at the fame time 
accrue to the Teacher, as well as profit 
to the Learner. 


6thly, Let great pains be taken to et 
the truth of this Catechiſm confirm'd unto 
your Soils by the Scripture Teſtimonies 
thereof ; ſo will not your faith tand in the 
wiſdom or power of Man, but in God ; that 
which 1s the ruine of many promiſing 
Attempts to Principle Perſons in Relt- 
g10n: 15 the neglcct of a {ubſtantial Con- 
hrmation of the Principles they learn by 
Scripture-Evidence ; all Principles 1n- 
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indeed will not bear Scripture, and this 
being known to many, 15 a great cauic 
why they make void the Word of God 
by their Traditions z and calt behind 
them a great part of God's Law, 1n eltect 
lying, 'twas wrote in vain. But be- 
loved, we know and are furc, that every 
Principle here laid down, will paſs the 
Teſt of Scripture Fire, by which they 
have all been already tried ; therefore get 
a believing experimental Apprehention 
of theſe Truths faſtned on your heart 
trom Scripture-Evidence, this will make 
them moſt {zwozry to your fouls, and abt- 
ding upon your hearts ; the want ot this 
ſenſible knowledge of the Truth upon 
the heart from God's Word, hath prn- 
duced many bad Livers, who have ex- 
ceeded others in deeds of darkneſs, for 
that the light they once had being become 
darkne ſs, how great muſt their darn: ſs be ! 
theretore ſhould we take the more ear- 
neſt heed to the things that are here ipo- 
ken from God's Word, leſt at any twme 
we lct (lip (or Ie1k out) what 1s told us 
theretrom concerning God ; his Decrees 
and Creation; the Fall of Man; the only way 
of Salvarion 0 the /Aanner of th Apnlica- 
tion of Red; 0110N : the Law 0 C'o1 and 
his Gospel - and Of the Cur hes of Chrift, 
wherein alone he can in tliis Worl be 
glorified ; did men from holy Scrivture 
only, take up their Faith UPON the Truſt 
of God, and not upon any Man's Evt- 
dence, as too too many now adavs do, 
we 
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2 JTobn 10, 11, 


AHieey wi Ak- 
ye. Say not 
Hail, or How 
do ye ? 


1 Tim, 6, 345: 


we ſhould ſee more Conſtancy 1n the 
Faith ; but alas ! we may jultly com- 
plain of this Ages Profeſſors, that their 
fear of God is tayght by, or taken up from 
the precepts, Or authority of men, and 0 
the profeſſion of molt, ſtanding or fall- 
ing by the Leaders of the ſeveral Parties, 
the People have been caxsd to err, and the 
way of their paths (or the way they ſhould 
g0 1n) hath been deſtroyed by their Guides, 
Whatſoever 1s here laid down and juſtih- 
ed trom holy Writ, you are deſired to re- 
ceive (as the Noble, well-bred Bereans 
of old) on that account alone; And if 
any man teach otherwiſe, and conſent no! 
unto theſe wholſome words, even the words 
of our Lord Feſus Chrift, and to this doc- 
trine which is according to godlineſs, he is 
proud, knowing nothing, but dotes about que- 


envy, ſtrife, railings, evil ſurmiſings, per- 
verſe disputings of men of corrupt minds, 
deſtitute of the Trath, ſuppoſing that gain 
is oodlineſs, from ſuch 266 fe Ves ; 
and if there come any unto yoa, that bring 
nt this Doftrine, receive them not into your 
houſes, nor bid them God Fheed (give them 
not the common Salutation) for whoſo- 
ever bids them God heed Cor gives them 
the common Salutation) 7s partaker 0/ 


appertains to the uſe of this Catechiim, | 
Let me beſeech you above all, to bring into 


Jour f 


ſtions, and ſtrites of words, whereof cometh | 
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their evil deeds. | 
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your lives what you are taught from this Ca- 
techiſm + This 18 the right Apphcation of 
the whole, for all Knowledge thould run 
into Practice; and a good wnder/tanding 
have all they that keep the Commandments ; 
Let us therefore cleanſe our ways by the 
knowledge of Chriſt, and theſe his Truths, 
ſo ſhall we not be talkers only, but doers 
of his Will, for there are many that in 
words profeſs him, but in works deny him, 
whoſe condemnation 18 juſt, becauſe they 
know the Maſter's Will, and do it not; 
Look therefore to your 1clves (dear Bre- 
thren) that you adorn this Dottrine of 
God our Saviour in all things, that being 
inftrutted or catechiſed 1n the true Grace 
of God, you diſcover to all men, that 
this Grace leads to all oodlinc ſs, and teach- 
eth us to deny ungodlineſs, and worldly Iyfts, 
and to live ſoberly, righteo:fly and godly in 
this preſent evil world > Brethren, com- 
mand your own ſouls, and 2! your houſe 
to fear the Lord; and in 10 wile ſuffer 
any evil upon your ſelves, ſeed, or ſer- 
vants; but in all things behave your 
ſelves circumſpectly, as 1t becomes Peo- 
ple profeſſins godlineſs, that the Name 
of God our Saviour (that worthy Name 
by which We are called) be not thro' 
you reproached among the Heathen, as 
It 1s thro' too too many notfie Profe(- 
ſors, of whom [ have often told you, and now 
tell you even weeping, that they walk as ene- 
mies t0 the Crols of Chrit, whoſe end is de- 


Pſal. 1194 9. 


7115 1. 16. 


Titus 2,19,14« 
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LEAR _—y 
in their ſhame, and mind earthly things: God by 
But you, Beloved, give proof tn your life, count 1 
that you believe in your heart, what you Man 5 
Phil, 2. 1%» protets with your oxth, and fo let your wy 
I1ght thine, that you may be blameleſs therig 
and harmleſs, the Sons of God without Judges 
rebuke, holdine forth the Word of Lite in and he 
the midſt of this dark, crooked, and will n 
perverſe Generation of Proteflors, who|| [5,9 
1 Pet- 4. 4» 7+ | think it ſtrange that you run not into the areeſtc 
like exceſs of riat with themſelves, Fheaking will t 
Lrulbuuror, all manner of evil aainſt you falſly, lyiag and Then | 

reproaching 30% as evil doers; but thortly prec107t 
mult they give an account to him that ſearech 
Fude 15- 1s ready to judge the quick and the dead, of tear : 
| all their hard Speeches, and ungodly deeds, P1rit 
committed againſt any of his poor Members ; | || $ 
the end of all things is at hand, be ye | || 
therefore tober, be vigilant, becauſe your let alf 
adverſary the Devil goes about in deceit, 


— yo _—_——_—_ 


| great rage ſeeking whom he may de- _ 
| vour, knowing that his time 1s ſhort, | ||® | 
whom reſilt ye ftedfaltly in all his ap- | | | 38S; 


| 2 Cor, 11.14» | pearances, yea tho' he aſſault you in the right, 
| guize of an Angel of light; by tome who | ||" 
perſecute you tor prafliſmg What they | || © 
only profeſs ; yet be not difinaied or | | |9Pa! 


| afraid with any amazement, but (till hort 

| ftand faſt in the Faith, knowing that led. t 
| the fame aftiictions arc accompliſht in thro 
you, Brethren, as arc in the World ; no WAL 

new ſufterings can happen unto you, the 

| but what have been undergone by the | || t] 
| Saints of old; in ail things let ys labour AS 1 
tohave our Fearrts and lives approv d to talt 

God 
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God by his Word, and then we may 
count 1t a ſmall thing to be judged of 
Man's (any man's, the beſ# man's) judge- 
ment ; and ſomuch the ſmaller,tor that 
therightcous Judge who thall judge our 

adges, is at the Door ; yeta little while, 
and he that ſhall come, will come, and 
will not tarry: Tho now the precious 
Fons of Zion, comparable to Fine Gold, 
areelteem'd as earthen pitchers, yet then 


will they appear the Lord's Fewels, and 


Then ſhall we diſcern between the 
preciozes and the vile, b-tween hum that 
fexrech God, and him that forſakerh his 
fear : Keep up, Beloved, the zni:y ot the 
Spirit in the Bond or Covenant ot Peace, 
being all of us join'd to the Lord, and 
knit together in h1s molt holy Covenant ; 
let alf of us, in this day of fal/hvod and 
deceit, be taithtul to or God, and to his 
Saints, having our hearts ſtedtaſt with, 


and fixt »pon him, who 1s the Rock of 


Ages, and in whom we have all our 


righteozſneſs, and all our /frenz;h + Take | 


heed, Brethren, that there be not 1n 
any of you an cvil heart ot unbelict, 11 
departing from the living God, but cx- 


bort one another daily, whilit it 18 cal- | 


led ro day, left any of you be harden 


. ar a 4 * 
thro the deceit ulneſs OL 11N 3 Tor We are | 


made partakers of Chriſt 1t we hold tait 
the beginning of cur conidence ttedtalt 
to the cnd ; Let your Converſation be 
2s 1t becomes the Golpel of Chriſt, {tand 
faſt 19 oze Spirit, with ove Mind ftriving 
D LO9G 


£19) of 31; 12. 


O— ——— 


| 


— re nn re nn 


> G——  —_— -- bl 


C40] 


Tude 3, 


emy/WH17ecd aa 


- OOO. 2% A AO” 4 i -o eroe 


together (being in an Agony) for the 
Faith of the Goſpel by us embrac'd and 
profeſs'd, which 1s the ſame Faith which 
was once deliver d to the Saints ; for Bre- 
thren, I preach no New Commandment 
unto you, but the Old Commandment, 
which ye heard from the beginning ; the 
old Commandment 1s the Word which 
ye have heard from the beginning : Ac- 
cording to this Word of God al! my 
preaching from the beginning hath been 
order'd; and thro' Grace {hall be 4 
our believing to the end > Therefore 
Brethren, be ye in nothing territy'd by 
any ſlanders or reproaches of your adver-! 
{arics, which are tothem evident tokens 
of Perdition, but to you of Salva'ion, and 
that of God ; tor unto you 1t 1s given 
on the behalt of Chriſt, not oaly to be- 
eve, but to ſuffer for his Names fake, 


having the fame conflict for him which 


ve have heard, and fcen to be in his 
People 1n all Ages; it there be there- 
fore any Conſolation 1n Chriſt, if any 
Comfort of Love, 1f any. Fellowſhip of 
the Spirit, 1t any Bowels and Mercies, 
fulfil ye my joy, that ye be /ike mind- 
ed, having the ſame love, being of on! 
accord, of one mind ; let nothing be done) 
thro {trife, or vain-elory, but in low- 


lines of mind let cach cfteem other bet-| 


ter than themſelves ; look not every man! 
on 3s own things, but every man alſoon 
the things of others, let this mind be mn 
you which was allo 1n Chriſt, and while 


you 
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you have his Marks faſtned on you,(fuch | 


Brands as he bore) be you looking un- 
to him who 1s the Author, and the Fi- 
niſher of our Faith, who for the Joy 
that was ſet before him, indured- the 
Croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and 18 fet 
down on the right hand ot God, thcre- 
fore conſider ot who en lured fe, þ 


any time you be weary, and faint IN Yor 
minds ; be not in the leaſt diſcourag'd , 
Brethren, becauſe ye are few and mean ; 
for this 1s to us a token for good, our 
Lord himſelf tells us, that the poor re- 
cive the Goſpel, whilſt the rich and the 
wiſe find 1t moſt difhcult to enter 1nto 
theKingdom, or Church of God ; heark- 
en, my beloved Bre thre N, hath not God 
choſen the poor in this world, rich m 
faith, and heirs of the Kingdom, which 


| he hath promis'd to them that love hun ? 


Do we not hcreby ſce our calling like that 
of the Saints of old, how that xo: m; ny 
wiſe men after the fleſh, not many 7i7/- 
ty, not many moble are call'd, but God 
hath choſen the /ooli/h things of the 
world, to contound the wiſe : and God 
hath choſen the weak things of the worl.] 
to confound the thinzs which are migh- 
ty; and the baſe things of the W orld, 
and the things which are deffþis'd, hath 
God choſen, and things which are no!, 
to bring to nought the things whicu are, 
that no fleſh ſhould glory in his Pre- 
ſence ; but of him are ve in Chrilt Jeſus 
D 2 wW ho 
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who of God 1s made unto us wiſdom, 
and righteozſneſs, and ſantlificatiow, and 
redemption ; that according, as 'tis writ- 
ten, he that glorieth let him glory 1n 
the Lord, and m him we will glory, 
who d1d not fet his love upon us, nor 
chooſe us, becauſe we were more, or 
better than others, for we are the fewef 
and weane/t of all People ; but becauſe 
the Lord loved us, and becauſe he would 
{hew his Salvation to us, therefore hath 
he gathered us together, and form'd us 
for himſelf by Covenant, to ordain 
ſtrength and praiſe out of the Mouth of 
{uch poor Babes and Sucklings ; of our 
Selves indeed we can do nothing, but his 
Grace 1s ſufficient for z5, even for the 
Worm na (tho' his adverſaries be 
round about him) and for the few en 
of Iſrael, 1n all their trials : therefore 
fear not, little Flock, 'tis our Father's 
good pleaſure to give us the Kingdom. 
Bleſſed be God for eſtabliſhing the Kine- 
dom of his Grace in our hearts, and the 
Kingdom of his Church among us ; and 
until he ſet up Ins glorios Kingdom 
which ſhall rale over all, let us be breath- 
ing and /iohing with an old Diſciple : 


[s it not Midnight, Lord, and paſt ? 
When ſhall we hear the Clock Frize One ? 
One Faith,One Way,One Sight,One Taſte, 

One Lawgiver, One Lord, One Throne ; 


One 


— 
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One Ine Truth, One Goſpel, One Conlent, | 
One God, One Jeſus only Enown : 

Oh that this Midmeght- hour were Fent, 
That all might coaleſce in One. 


Theſe things have I written unto you, 
my Brethren, dearly Beloved and longed- | 
for, my Joy and my Crown, that ye | 

may ſtand faſt in the Lord, tor which | 
cauſe I bow my Knees unto the Father of | 
our Lord Jcfus Chriſt, that he would 
grant vou according to the riches of his 
Glory, to be freneth' ned by Is Spirit | 
in the inner man, that Chriſt may dwell | 
in your hearts by Faith, that ye bemg 
rooted and grounded in love, may be 
able tocomprehend with all Saints, what 
sthe breadth, and length, and depth, and | 
height, and to know ” the love of Chriſt | 
which paſleth knowledge ; that ye mig It | 
be filled with all the fulneſs of God . 
whom I commend vou, and to the W Set 
of his Grace, beſecching the God of alt 
Grace, who hath called us unto his eter- | 

nal Glory by Jeſus Chriſt (attcr ye have, 
ſuffer'd a while) to make you perfect, | 
tablith, ſtrengthen and ſettle you ; and 
the God of Love make you to increaſe, | 
and abound mn Love one towards ano 
ther : And our Lord Jeſus Chrilt himiclt, ! 
and God even our Father, who hath loved | 
us, and g1ven us cv erlaſting conlolation, 
and good hope thro' Grace : comfort 
your hearts, and {tabl1{h you in al thinss 
that are well-pleafing mn hs {1ght. Findly | 
Brethren | 
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Vyſettled men, 
wanderers and 
| unſtable, 


Srithwark 24th 
of 6th Month, 


1700. 


Brethren farewell, and pray for ze, that 
the Word of the Lord may have free 
courſe, and be glority'd, even as 1t 18 
with you ; and that we may be deliver'd 
from wicked and unreaſonable men, for all 
men have not faith: The Lord who 1s 
faithful keep you from all evil, and d1- 
rect your hearts into the Love of God, and 
into the patient waiting for of Chriſt: 
And the God of Peace that bro't again 
from the dead our I.crd Jefus Chriſt, that 
ereat Shepherd of rhe Sheep, thro' the 
blood of the Ewverla/tins Covenant, make 
you perfect in every good work, to do his 
will, working in you that which 18 well 
pleaſing in his fight, thro” Jeſus Chriſt, 
to whom be Glory in the Church 
throughout all Ages World withour 
end, Amen. TI befſeech you, Brethren, 
{ufter this Word of Exhortation written 
unto you by 


| 


Your hearty Servant for 
Teſres ſake, and moſt 
affetlinnate Brother, 
and Companion in 
tribulation, and in the 
Kingdom and Patience 
of our Lord Fe ſits 
Chriſt. 


Joleph Jacob. 


